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Understanding-based Curriculum

Structure of Knowledge – 
'HÀQLWLRQV�RI�WKH�(OHPHQWV

“big 
ideas”

Facts:
��GHFODUDWLYH�LQ�QDWXUH
��VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG�DFFHSWHG�´WUXWKVµ�
XSRQ�ZKLFK�D�´WKHRU\µ�LV�EDVHG

��GR�QRW�WUDQVIHU

An Understanding:
Students will understand that...
���VWDWHG�DV�D�IXOO�VHQWHQFH�VWDWHPHQW�

articulating the principle or generaliza-
tion that we want learners to come to 
understand  

���DQ�XQREYLRXV�DQG�LPSRUWDQW�LQIHUHQFH
���QHHGLQJ�´XQFRYHUDJHµ

Transferrable Concepts  Complex Processes

Skills:
��SURFHGXUDO�LQ�QDWXUH
��VLPSOH��GLVFUHWH�SURFHGXUHV
��PHDQV�WR�D�ODUJHU�JRDO
  (e.g., sideline drills to prepare 

for the game)
��OLPLWHG�WUDQVIHU

Principles or Generalizations:
���DEVWUDFWLRQV�OLQNLQJ�WZR�RU�PRUH�FRQFHSWV
���WUDQVIHUUDEOH�²�KHOS�PDNH�VHQVH�RI�IDFWV����
    skills, concepts and processes
  

Concepts:
��GHFODUDWLYH�LQ�QDWXUH
��DEVWUDFW�PHQWDO�FRQVWUXFWV
  stated as a word or short 
  phrase 
��WUDQVIHUUDEOH�DFURVV�WRSLFV
   and contexts
   

Factual Knowledge    Discrete Skills

Principles and Generalizations

Processes:
��procedural in nature
��FRPSOH[�FRPELQDWLRQV�RI�
  skills to accomplish 
  intended results 
��WUDQVIHUUDEOH�ZLWKLQ��VRPH��
   times across) disciplines
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