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Understanding-based Curriculum

 
TRANSFER GOALS

'HÀQLWLRQ 
Transfer Goals highlight the effective uses of understanding, knowledge, and skill 
that we seek in the long run; i.e., what we want students to be able to do when they 
FRQIURQW�QHZ�FKDOOHQJHV�²�ERWK�LQ�DQG�RXWVLGH�RI�VFKRRO��7KHUH�DUH�D�VPDOO�QXPEHU�RI�
overarching, long-term transfer goals in each subject area. For example, a long-term 
DLP�LQ�PDWKHPDWLFV�LV�IRU�VWXGHQWV�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�VROYH�´UHDO�ZRUOGµ�SUREOHPV�RQ�WKHLU�
own. For example, a long-term transfer goal in history is for students to apply the 
lessons of history when considering contemporary issues. 
 In every case, the ability to transfer learning manifests itself in not just one set-
ting but in varied situations. Transfer is about independent performance in context. 
You can only be said to have fully understood if you can apply your learning without 
someone telling you what to do and when to do it. In the real world, no teacher is there 
to direct and remind you about which lesson to plug in here or there. Transfer is about 
intelligently and effectively drawing from your repertoire, independently, to handle 
new contexts on your own. In the real world, no teacher is there to direct and remind 
you about which lesson to plug in here or there: transfer is about intelligently and 
effectively drawing from your repertoire, independently, to handle particular contexts 
on your own. The goal of transfer thus requires that an instructional plan (in Stage 3) 
help the student to become increasingly autonomous, and the assessments (in Stage 2) 
need to determine the degree of student autonomy.

Transfer goals have several distinguishing characteristics:
� ��7KH\�DUH�ORQJ�WHUP�LQ�QDWXUH��L�H���WKH\�GHYHORS�DQG�GHHSHQ�RYHU�WLPH�
� ��7KH\�DUH�SHUIRUPDQFH�EDVHG��L�H���UHTXLUH�DSSOLFDWLRQ��QRW�VLPSO\�UHFDOO��
� ��7KH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RFFXUV�LQ�QHZ�VLWXDWLRQV��QRW�RQHV�SUHYLRXVO\�WDXJKW�RU�
    encountered; i.e., the task cannot be accomplished as a result of rote learning.
� ��7KH�WUDQVIHU�UHTXLUHV�D�WKRXJKWIXO�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�ZKLFK�SULRU�OHDUQLQJ�DSSOLHV��
� ���KHUH��L�H���VRPH�VWUDWHJLF�WKLQNLQJ�LV�UHTXLUHG��QRW�VLPSO\�´SOXJJLQJ�LQµ�� �
    skill and facts).
� ��7KH�OHDUQHUV�PXVW�DSSO\�WKHLU�OHDUQLQJ�DXWRQRPRXVO\�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ��ZLWKRXW�� �
       coaching or excessive hand-holding by a teacher).
� ��7UDQVIHU�FDOOV�IRU�WKH�XVH�RI�KDELWV�RI�PLQG��L�H���JRRG�MXGJPHQW��VHOI�UHJXODWLRQ���
    persistence along with academic understanding, knowledge and skill.
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Students will be able to independently use their learning to:

History 
��8VH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�SDWWHUQV�RI�KLVWRU\�WR�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�SUHVHQW�DQG�SUHSDUH�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�
��&ULWLFDOO\�DSSUDLVH�KLVWRULFDO�FODLPV�DQG�DQDO\]H�FRQWHPSRUDU\�LVVXHV�
��3DUWLFLSDWH�DV�DQ�DFWLYH�DQG�FLYLO�FLWL]HQ�LQ�D�GHPRFUDWLF�VRFLHW\�

Health and Physical Education 
��0DNH�KHDOWKIXO�FKRLFHV�DQG�GHFLVLRQV�UHJDUGLQJ�GLHW��H[HUFLVH��VWUHVV�PDQDJHPHQW��DOFRKRO�GUXJ�XVH�
throughout one’s life.
��3OD\�D�FKRVHQ�JDPH�VNLOOIXOO\�DQG�ZLWK�JRRG�VSRUWVPDQVKLS�
 
Mathematics
��0DNH�VHQVH�RI�QHYHU�EHIRUH�VHHQ��´PHVV\µSUREOHPV�DQG�SHUVHYHUH�LQ�VROYLQJ�WKHP�
��&RQVWUXFW�YLDEOH�DUJXPHQWV�LQYROYLQJ�PDWKHPDWLFV�DQG�VWDWLVWLFV�DQG�FULWLTXH�WKH�UHDVRQLQJ�RI�RWKHUV�

Performing & Fine Arts 
��)LQG�DW�OHDVW�RQH�DUWV�GLVFLSOLQH�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�GHYHORS�VXIÀFLHQW�FRPSHWHQFH�WR�FRQWLQXH�DFWLYH�
involvement in creating, performing, and responding to art as an adult.
��5HVSRQG�E\�DQDO\]LQJ�DQG�LQWHUSUHWLQJ�WKH�DUWLVWLF�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�RI�RWKHUV�

Reading
��5HDG�DQG�UHVSRQG�WR�WH[W�LQ�YDULRXV�JHQUHV��OLWHUDWXUH��QRQ�ÀFWLRQ��WHFKQLFDO��IRU�YDULRXV�SXUSRVHV�
(entertainment, to be informed, to perform a task).
��&RPSUHKHQG�WH[W�E\�LQIHUULQJ�DQG�WUDFLQJ�WKH�PDLQ�LGHD��LQWHUSUHWLQJ��´EHWZHHQ�WKH�OLQHVµ���FULWLFDOO\�
appraising, and making personal connections.

Research
��/RFDWH�SHUWLQHQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�YDULHG�VRXUFHV��SULQW��RQ�OLQH��SULPDU\��VHFRQGDU\��
��&ULWLFDOO\�HYDOXDWH�VRXUFHV�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ��H�J���IRU�DFFXUDF\��FRPSOHWHQHVV��WLPHOLQHVV��ODFN�RI�ELDV��
properly referenced).

Science 
��(YDOXDWH�VFLHQWLÀF�FODLPV�DQG�DQDO\]H�FXUUHQW�LVVXHV�LQYROYLQJ�VFLHQFH�RU�WHFKQRORJ\��
��&RQGXFW�D�VRXQG�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�WR�DQVZHU�DQ�HPSLULFDO�TXHVWLRQ�

World Language
��(IIHFWLYHO\�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�YDULHG�DXGLHQFHV�DQG�IRU�YDULHG�SXUSRVHV�ZKLOH�GLVSOD\LQJ�DSSURSULDWH�
cultural understanding. 

Writing
��Write in various genres for various audiences in order to explain (expository), entertain (narrative/
poem), argue (persuasive), guide (technical), and challenge (satirical).
��&DUHIXOO\�GUDIW��ZULWH��HGLW��DQG�SROLVK�RQH·V�RZQ�DQG�RWKHUV·�ZULWLQJ�WR�PDNH�LW�SXEOLVKDEOH�

Long Term Transfer Goals
examples
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